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Fond du Lac Ojibwe School Position Paper 
by Tom Peacock and Don Wiesen

October 1980

Goal: The Fond du Lac Reservation shall plan and establish a secondary school 
to serve…Indian students in need of meaningful and appropriate education.

…We see the need for “academics”, reading, speaking, math, science.  They are 
important elements in a society (culture) and the school will meet those 
requirements.  The need to communicate is essential in all cultures.  Skills 
taught should take on the characteristics of the culture. Our thrust will be to 
educate the Indian children the Indian way, to teach them the skills necessary 
to survive in a changing and volatile world.  We will instruct them in the old 
ways; teach them the language, the way to use the land, the sun, and the 
animals. Our children must be taught these ways as a base of their education.




Tom Peacock Don Wiesen



Original school construction 1980



Original school construction



Original school construction



In January,1981 the Fond du Lac Ojibwe School opened to students in grades 7-
12.  The first enrollment was around 28 students that grew to nearly 50 the first 
full school year (1981-82). The school shared space with the Head Start program 
and the school cafeteria hosted the first Fond du Lac bingo operation in the 
evenings and on weekends. 





Jimmy Jackson conducts the pipe ceremony for the opening of the 
school with Ike Greensky, Bill Houle and an unknown student looking 
on.  December 1980



Staff, guests, and students look on during the dedication of the Ojibwe 
School in December 1980.



In January of 1981 the Fond du Lac Ojibwe School opened to serve the needs
of Indian students who weren’t being served in the public schools surrounding the
reservation.

At this time Fond du Lac elders Joe Shabiash, Mike Shabiash and Jimmy
Jackson were approached, offered tobacco and were asked to be spiritual and
cultural advisors for the school. They knew that the kids weren’t aware of their
roots, of who they were.

They agreed to be advisors for the school. The school needed two items: the
pipe and the drum. The drum was made with the help of Joe and Mike Shabiash
and six students from the Ojibwe School. They learned how to offer tobacco and
construct the drum. They wrote down everything they learned about making the
drum. The pipe was given to the school by Jimmy Jackson (it may have been made
by Jeff Savage).

In 1982 a community feast was held at the compound where Jimmy Jackson
and Joe Shabiash talked about the direction of the school. They said that no
matter where you are, no matter where you’re working or where you go that you
should remember who you are and where you came from. You need to remember
your roots and that you can always return and are always welcome among The
People.

The students respected, learned, and realized the power and strength of the
drum. Pipe ceremonies were held each Monday morning and Friday afternoons
with drumming and singing afterward. The drum was left out all week with
someone always present to watch over it.



1981



1980-81



1981-82



Breakfast time.





Del Shabiash and Jason Bongo



1982



Original Letterhead



Ojibwe School Logo





Library



Cafeteria



First Computer Lab



Kitchen



School Board 1982  
Peggy Lund, Evelyn Olson, Nora Hakala, Chuck Smith, Kathy Peil



RBC 1982
Herman Wise, Harvey Defoe, Bill Houle, Bernie Loons, Sr., John Smith



1982



Basement level floor plan



Main floor plan



Main corridor…



…doubled as the dining room for prom.



School gym/bingo hall







Ziigwan Celebration



Pancake Breakfast



1988 K-6 Addition





The “Barnum Building”.





1988 K-6 Addition Floor Plan



Riverwatch



Rep. Oberstar visits the Ojibwe School.



Roof Repair



1992 New School Construction Application



1993 New School Ranking



1995 K-5 Renovation Project











Dan Lund, Pokey, Dan Anderson



1996 Planning and Design Award



Student Letters to Senator Wellstone











1998 Ojibwe School Portable Buildings





In 1999 Congress appropriates $14.3 million for the construction of a new pre-K-12 Fond du Lac Ojibwe School.







Groundbreaking October 2000





Construction
October 2000 – December 2001







January 2001



February 2001
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March 2001
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April 2001



April 2001



April 2001



April 2001







March 15, 2001



April 10, 2001



May 16, 2001



July 1, 2001





October 1, 2001



Stained Glass by Colette of a Norval Morrisseau work, 
presented to the Ojibwe School by DSGW Architects. 



January 7, 2002





All staff and students, 2002



Billy Blackwell at JOM 2008



FACE Program 2007



Royalty 2004



Smokey and class, 2004



JOM Conference Committee.



Bobbie Kangas reading to students.





Marilu, Warren, Tara G., Tamara, Michelle, Sonia, Tara D.



Schoolwide Walk 2016



Canoe Races 2008
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